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Anesthesia in the Dental 
Office

Jade Miller, DDS
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Disclosure Statement

Jade Miller DDS, FAAPD, FRCSI
�Current Chair, AAPD Safety Committee.

�Past President of AAPD

� Past Chair, ADA Committee on Anesthesia

� Past President, Nevada State Board of Dental 
Examiners, Chair Anesthesia Committee

� Past Chair, Nevada State Board of Health
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Journey to a Safety Culture at AAPD

�Sedation safety awakening

�Episodic reactionary posture

�Merging mission with reality 
� AAPD Reference Manual

� AAP/AAPD Joint Anesthesia/Sedation Guidelines

�Creating a consistent, accountable structure

AAPD Commitment to Safety in 
Pediatric Dentistry

�Committee on Safety

�Vision – To champion optimal safety in
the oral health care delivery system 
to protect the health and well-being 
of patients and their providers
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Programming For Safety
Program Element Description and Timeline
Safety Symposium A symposium on safety in pediatric dental practice was held in 

November 2019, bringing experts in industrial, medical and dental 
safety together

Safety On-Line Toolkit Near completion, this on-line resource provides resources and 
guidance for members related to all aspects of safety practice and 
culture

COVID-19 Website/Town Halls This resource apprised membership of emerging issues related to 
the pandemic, through the AAPD website and Town Hall meetings

Practice Emergence Checklist This roadmap led practices back from isolation with guidance on 
how to restore practice with safe physical, human, and procedural 
information

AAAASF Collaboration This relationship encourages pediatric dentists to advance their 
practices to a certified level of safety based on established safety 
standards

Liaisons Added ABPD member to Safety Committee and added 
representatives from councils and districts

Adding Safety to Communications Safety to appear in electronic and paper communication regularly

2019 AAPD Safety Symposium

� Brought safety to the 
membership in 1.5 days

� Representatives from 
Medicine, Space, Risk 
Management, Sedation, 
Continuous Quality 
Improvement, and Safety 
Culture spoke

� Positive feedback from 
attendees

� Plans beginning for follow-
up
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Safety Toolkit –
An Online Resource

� Infection Control
� System-oriented Approach to 

Medication Error Reduction
� Waterline Safety for Infection 

Control
� Nitrous Oxide Safety
� Physical Plant Safety
� Radiation
� Medical Emergencies in the 

Dental Office
� Personnel Security

� Cybersecurity
� Dental Records and Record 

Keeping
� Developing a Culture of Safety
� Comprehensive Informed 

Consent
� Sedation and General 

Anesthesia
� Materials and Occupational 

Exposure
� Behavioral Guidance
� EBD-driven Policies and 

Practices
� Adverse Events and Surveillance
� Hidden Dangers

COVID-19 
Re-Emergence 
Checklist

� Timed to opening of dental practices 
nationwide

� Generic guidance to local rules

� Specific areas of pediatric dental 
practice missing in other guidance

� Updated with most current changes 
listed first in various areas
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American Association For Accreditation 
Of Ambulatory Surgery Facilities(AAAASF)

� Patient Safety

� General Anesthesia and deep sedation are 
increasingly transitioning into dental offices as 
operating room access is becoming more 
limited. 

� Practitioners and the public are becoming 
increasing more demanding to demonstrate 
safety by independent facility accreditation. 

� Collaborative accreditation process developed 
for pediatric dentistry.

AAAASF Collaboration

� Voluntary accreditation-strongly encouraged

� Movement by state regulatory bodies for offices that provide 
deep sedation and GA to be independently accredited

Addendum Public Book Page 7



4/12/21

6

Why does the AAPD think 
accreditation is important?

� Safety-Patient & Providers

� Independent National Accrediting Organization

� Assess facility and equipment

� Proper credentialing and training of dental and anesthesia 
providers

� Focusing on training and education in additional areas including 
emergency equipment and medications

AAAASF Collaboration

�AAPD had significant input in 
coordination with AAAASF to develop 
the Pediatric Dental Standards they 
would adopt
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AAAASF Collaboration

�Pediatric dentists part of survey team

Adding safety to EBD/ Best Practices 
development and updates
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Looking forward
� Injecting safety into 

recurrent programming 
including CE and 
publications 

� Integration-CODA 
Standards

� Board certification
� Additional safety 

collaboration and 
improvement

� Adverse Events Reporting
� Safety initiatives- ADA

Questions
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Contact us!

Jade Miller DDS
Clare Conte, MPH
Project Coordinator
Pediatric Oral Health Research and Policy Center

Email: cconte@aapd.org
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