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Public Comment:
The Executive Board of the Southern Nevada Dental
Society
*The enclosed public comment was submitted to Board Staff for dissemination prior to Dr.
Capurro’s formal hearing beginning on May 21, 2021. Pursuant to NRS 233B.126, this public comment was not
disclosed to Board members or the public until the conclusion of this hearing.*
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May 18, 2021

Nevada State Board of Dental Examiners
6010 S. Rainbow Blvd., Bldg. A, Suite 1
Las Vegas, NV 89118
nsbde@nsbde.nv.gov

Public Comment May 21, 2021

Dear Board Members,

The Southern Nevada Dental Society respectfully acknowledges the responsibilities and duties of the
Nevada State Board of Dental Examiners and the work involving in developing state policies.
Additionally, protecting the citizens of Nevada and providing oversight is a daunting task.
As the SNDS has worked extensively with Dr. Capurro and the State Dental Officer’s Office, we feel
compelled to offer support for Dr. Capurro’s dedication to oral health in Nevada and to our state’s
dental professionals.
We respectfully ask the members of the NSBDE to consider the enormity of their actions during tonight’s
meeting. By choosing to have an open meeting where disciplinary proceedings are employed to conduct
an administrative audit, the Board opens itself to public scrutiny and the appearance of bias.
Furthermore, it appears that any dental licensee in the state may be audited under disciplinary statutes
without a verified complaint and the investigative process may serve to find a complaint. Do not set this
precedence which would undermine the integrity of the Board and the profession of dentistry.
Nevadans cannot afford to lose an advocate for oral health like Dr. Capurro. She has fought fiercely to
help the most vulnerable of the state’s population gain access to oral health care. It is belief of the SNDS
that Dr. Capurro’s record of action and advocacy are beyond reproach and should be recognized as such.

Sincerely,

The Executive Board of the Southern Nevada Dental Society

Public Comment Book Page 4

Public Comment:
Annette Lincicome, BS, RDH
*The enclosed public comment was submitted to Board Staff for dissemination prior to Dr.
Capurro’s formal hearing beginning on May 21, 2021. Pursuant to NRS 233B.126, this public comment was not
disclosed to Board members or the public until the conclusion of this hearing.*
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Board of Dental Examiners
Frank DiMaggio
Phil W. Su
FW: Public Comment for 5-21-21
Wednesday, May 19, 2021 1:06:44 PM

From: Annette Lincicome
Sent: Wednesday, May 19, 2021 11:40 AM
To: Board of Dental Examiners
Subject: Public Comment for 5-21-21

May 19, 2021

Nevada State Board of Dental Examiners
6010 S. Rainbow Blvd., Bldg. A, Suite 1
Las Vegas, NV 89118
nsbde@nsbde.nv.gov

Public Comment for May 21, 2021

Dear Board Members,

Nevada residents and dental professionals rely on you and your decisions to ensure
safe standards of oral health care that benefit all the citizens of our state. Providing
for the greater good is a weighty and complicated responsibility, requiring objective
consideration of matters that are often very emotionally charged. I recognize, with
great respect, the burden service on the board places on each of you, and I thank you
for your service.

Working in the realm of public health dental care is similar in some respects to
serving on the Nevada State Board of Dental Examiners in that the primary focus of
the work is to provide for the greater good. I have known and worked tangentially with
Dr. Antonina Capurro in the public health realm for more than ten years, and I know of
no one more dedicated to the oral health of Nevada’s residents than Dr. Capurro. She
has consistently and tirelessly demonstrated her commitment to improving the oral
health, and consequently the overall health, of our state’s citizens. Most recently, her
commitment and efforts as the State Dental Health Officer have produced effective,
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safe, efficient avenues for access to care for thousands of Nevada’s most vulnerable
residents. Her presence as the State Dental Health Officer has, in fact, been a turning
point in public dental health for the state of Nevada.

The decisions you make today in your roles as members of the Nevada State Board
of Dental Examiners, have the potential to set precedents and affect the path of public
dental health in the state of Nevada for many years. I know your decisions will be
difficult, but I hope you will all consider the dedication of Dr. Antonina Capurro to
providing for the greater good when you make your decisions. You have the
responsibility and the opportunity to act in the interest of the greater good, and
thereby raise to the highest level the stature of the Nevada State Board of Dental
Examiners.

Sincerely yours,

Annette Lincicome, BS, RDH
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Public Comment:
The Executive Board of the Northern Nevada Dental
Society
*The enclosed public comment was submitted to Board Staff for dissemination prior to Dr.
Capurro’s formal hearing beginning on May 21, 2021. Pursuant to NRS 233B.126, this public comment was not
disclosed to Board members or the public until the conclusion of this hearing.*
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Nevada State Board of Dental Examiners
6010 S. Rainbow Blvd., Bldg. A, Suite 1
Las Vegas, NV 89118
nsbde@nsbde.nv.gov
Public Comment May 21, 2021

To the Nevada State Board of Dental Examiners,

The Northern Nevada Dental Society respectfully acknowledges the responsibilities and duties of the
Nevada State Board of Dental Examiners.
Our society would like to offer our support for Nevada’s dental health officer, Dr. Antonina Capurro. She
has exhibited extreme professionalism during a very daunting time. Dr. Capurro has continued to
prioritize the safety of Nevadans across the state and is an oral health advocate for those most in need.
We look forward to how Dr. Capurro will continue to support our public health programs and increase
access to oral health care across the state. Nevadans cannot afford to lose an advocate for oral health
like Dr. Capurro.

Sinceretly,
The Executive Board of the Northern Nevada Dental Society
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Public Comment:
Mark Funke, DDS
Nevada Dental Association
and
Lancette VanGuilder, RDH, BS Nevada Dental
Hygienists' Association
*The enclosed public comment was submitted to Board Staff for dissemination prior to Dr.
Capurro’s formal hearing beginning on May 21, 2021. Pursuant to NRS 233B.126, this public comment was not
disclosed to Board members or the public until the conclusion of this hearing.*
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May 18, 2021
Nevada State Board of Dental Examiners
6010 S. Rainbow Blvd., Bldg. A, Suite 1
Las Vegas, NV 89118
nsbde@nsbde.nv.gov

Sent via Email

Public Comment May 21, 2021
Dear Board Members,
The Nevada Dental Association and the Nevada Dental Hygienists’ Association respectfully
acknowledges the responsibilities and duties of the Nevada State Board of Dental Examiners.
Developing state policies and providing oversight is a daunting task.
Since both the NDA and the NDHA, like the NSBDE, have worked extensively with Dr. Capurro and the
State Dental Officer’s Office, we the undersigned, feel compelled to offer support for Dr. Capurro’s
dedication to oral health in Nevada and to our state’s dental professionals.
Both Associations respectfully ask the members of the NSBDE to consider the enormity of their actions
during tonight’s meeting. By choosing to have an open meeting where disciplinary proceedings are
employed to conduct an administrative audit, the Board opens itself to public scrutiny and the
appearance of bias. Furthermore, it appears that any dental licensee in the state may be audited under
disciplinary statutes without a verified complaint and the investigative process may serve to find a
complaint. Do not set this precedence which would undermine the integrity of the Board and the
profession of dentistry.
States across the country are losing public health leaders. Nevada cannot afford to lose its State Dental
Health Officer especially one that has served the state so effectively.
In February 2020, Dr. Capurro organized an oral health focused meeting with the Interim Legislative
Committee on Health Care. This meeting was the first of its kind and allowed oral health stakeholders
from across the state to provide information on their impact and make a legislative ask. Representative
members from academia, dental non-profits, federally qualified health centers, organized dentistry and
dental hygiene, and of course state governmental agencies participated.
In response to the developing COVID19 pandemic in Nevada, Dr. Kevin Moore asked NDA, Dr.
Capurro, and Dr. Ron West to form a pandemic focused taskforce to share information and discuss
policy initiatives in March 2020. Although the task fell to Dr. Capurro to research, design, and write the
reopening plans for dentistry in the State of Nevada, she did so in consultation with NSBDE, NDA, and
the NDHA.
In just the last few months, Dr. Capurro completed a number of noteworthy tasks which are listed below.
1.

During the vaccination hearing, Mr. Su announced that Dr. Capurro had drafted the regulatory
language with the assistance of state counsel.

2.

On November 10th 2020 NSBDE voted unanimously to appoint Dr. Capurro to the Public Health
Dental Hygiene and Dental Therapy Subcommittee. This decision was based on Dr. Capurro’s
reputation of being a subject matter expert in the field of dental public health.
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We would also like to note Dr. Capurro gave birth to a baby on the day the state’s stay-at-home orders
were announced in March 2020. She was on a call that same evening with an NDA committee and
remained engaged, vigilant and committed to her duties as State Dental Health Officer to lead the state
and the dental community in a moment of unprecedented crisis. Her newborn was heard in the
background of the April 30th NSBDE meeting in which she presented the Governor approved re-opening
plans for dentistry. Nevadans could not ask anything more of their dental officer than the selflessly
sacrifice she made to meet the needs of the dental community in our time of crisis. She did this while
also building the Oral Health Program team, applying for grants, providing legislative education,
designing innovative dental Medicaid programs, and completing a dental public health residency
program.

Sincerely,
Mark Funke DDS
President
Nevada Dental Association

Lancette VanGuilder, RDH, BS
President NDHA Legislative Chair
Nevada Dental Hygienists Association

cc:
Rosalie Bordelove, Esq. Chief Deputy Attorney General Boards and Open Government Division State of
Nevada, Office of the Attorney General
Richard Whitley, Department of Health and Human Services Director,
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A.

COVID-19 Related Health Literacy Documents Created by Dr. Capurro
1. March 24th: OHP wrote a memorandum to all licensed dental providers to cease nonemergency dental care, Routine, Non-Essential Visits, Procedures and Surgeries.
2. March 26th: Public announcement on COVID-19 related changes to dental offices and
services provided.
3. April 14th and 15th: Governor Steve Sisolak’s Medical Advisory Team (MAT) approved the
OHP created Emergency Response Providers: Dental which expanded the scope of practice
of dentists and dental hygienists during this state of emergency and included us in the Battle
Born Medical Corps. Flyers were produced to notify the dental community of this change and
to encourage them to enroll in the Battle Born Medical Corps.
4. April 28th: OHP created the reopening plan for dental offices in Nevada entitled Guidance for
Dental Services in Nevada approved by the Medical Advisory Team (MAT).
5. April 28th: A press release was created in collaboration with the Governor’s Office to
announce expansion of dental services in Nevada.
6. April 30th: Nevada State Board of Dental Examiners (NSBDE) adoption of DHHS
Memorandum to expand dental services in Nevada on May 4th. A formal presentation for
adoption of the memo was presented by Dr. Capurro. The notice can be found on their
website.
7. April 4th: To answer questions from the DHHS Memorandum a clarification letter was created
entitled, Clarification on Guidance for Dental Services
8. May: Revised list of oral health initiatives that would be beneficial if carried forward for the
next legislative session was presented to the Legislative Health Care Committee.
9. May: Special Olympics, Special Smiles presentation for Virtual Summer Games. Video was
entitled Special Smiles New Office Procedures.
10. June: Guidance on COVID-19 Exposure for Dental Healthcare Personnel (DHCP) was
created as a decision tree to provide detailed information that DHCPs can follow should they
develop symptoms consistent with COVID-19 or experience exposure.
11. July: Daily updates and reports during the 31st Special Session to educate the dental
community on the proposed reductions and elimination of Medicaid dental benefits.
12. August: Nevada Action Network “Everyone has a mouth, not everyone has a voice” white
paper created. Designed to educate and deliver virtual oral health care service to Medicaid
enrolled school-age children throughout the state as a result of the pandemic.
13. September: COVID-19 specific oral health initiatives presented to the Interim Legislative
Health Care Committee. The meeting video can be found here.
14. September: Letter on immunizations for administration by dental professionals submitted to
NSBDE by Ms. Sherych, Dr. Izzam and Dr. Capurro. Letter accompanied by white paper on
dental administration of vaccinations.
15. October: Regulatory language for the administration of vaccinations by licensed dental
practitioners submitted to NSBDE per their request.
16. December: Dr. Capurro and the Oral Health Program created a dental repository to
coordinate vaccination administration for licensed dental professionals in Nevada.
3
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Public Comment:
Minette Galura-Boquiren, RDH, BS Nevada Dental
Hygienists' Association
*The enclosed public comment was submitted to Board Staff for dissemination prior to Dr.
Capurro’s formal hearing beginning on May 21, 2021. Pursuant to NRS 233B.126, this public comment was not
disclosed to Board members or the public until the conclusion of this hearing.*

Public Comment Book Page 14

  
  
  
May  19,  2021  
  
To:  Nevada  State  Board  of  Dental  Examiners  (NSBDE)  
  
From:  Nevada  Dental  Hygienists  Association  (NDHA)  
  
RE:  Public  Comment  for  May  21,  2021  
  
Dear  NSBDE,  
  
The  NSBDE’s  mission  is  to  protect  the  dental  health  interest  of  Nevadans.  This  task  comes  with  
great  responsibility  based  on  ethical  conduct.  The  decisions  you  make  as  a  Board  affect  not  only  
a  single  licensee  but  the  entire  dental  community  and  more  importantly  the  patients  we  serve.  
Therefore,  the  NDHA  would  like  to  encourage  the  NSBDE  to  acknowledge  the  access  to  care  
crisis  in  our  state  and  support  policies,  practice  models,  and  dental  practitioners  that  are  
specifically  designed  to  help  serve  our  communities.    
  
The  NDHA  would  like  to  express  our  support  for  Dr.  Antonina  Capurro  and  all  the  hard  work  she  
has  put  into  the  oral  health  of  Nevada  and  to  Nevada’s  dental  professionals.    
  
In  her  years  of  service  as  the  State  Dental  Health  Officer,  Dr.  Capurro  has:  
•   Exemplified  tremendous  leadership  during  the  COVID-‐19  pandemic  response  and  in  the  
safe  re-‐opening  of  dental  offices  after  the  mandatory  shutdown.  She  has  worked  
tirelessly  as  a  valuable  partner  to  dental  professionals.  She  heard  the  concerns  of  many  
dental  hygienists  regarding  aerosols,  disease  transmission,  and  PPE  guidance.  She  
recognized  the  essential  role  that  dental  providers  play  in  the  healthcare  system  and  the  
need  for  collaboration  between  both  medical  and  dental  stakeholders.    
•   Helped  draft  language  for  vaccine  administration  by  dental  professionals  as  well  as  the  
Teledentistry  language  in  response  to  the  need  for  access  to  care  especially  after  the  
pandemic.    
•   Provided  innovative  ideas  and  language  to  help  actually  get  dental  therapist  working  in  
our  state,  nearly  2  years  after  dental  therapy  legislation  was  passed.  
•   Raised  awareness  for  children’s  dental  health  by  creating  a  program  to  gain  access  to  
care  for  those  children  unable  to  receive  school-‐based  health  services  since  schools  shut  
down  during  the  pandemic.  Her  efforts  were  recently  recognized  in  the  New  York  Times  
(https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/19/magazine/the-‐pandemic-‐was-‐bad-‐for-‐our-‐
teeth-‐will-‐it-‐change-‐oral-‐health-‐forever.html)  
  
Dr.  Capurro  has  demonstrated  good  moral  character  within  the  dental  industry,  among  state  
and  local  agencies,  within  the  Nevada  Legislature,  and  with  many  other  healthcare  
stakeholders.  She  is  a  public  health  advocate,  a  pioneer  and  key  leader  in  the  dental  profession  
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and  has  even  received  national  recognition  from  the  American  Dental  Association.  In  addition  
to  all  this,  Dr.  Capurro  continues  her  lifelong  learning  and  is  currently  completing  a  Dental  
Public  Health  Residency  Program.  Dr.  Capurro  also  has  applied  for  the  diplomate  status  
examination  through  the  American  Board  of  Dental  Public  Health  while  still  maintaining  her  
home  life  with  her  husband  and  four  children.    
  
The  NDHA  would  like  to  publicly  thank  Dr.  Capurro  for  her  years  of  service  in  public  health  in  
our  state  and  hope  to  see  her  continue  on  in  her  role  as  our  State  Dental  Health  Officer  in  the  
State  of  Nevada  Oral  Health  Division.  
  
Thank  you  to  the  NSBDE  for  your  time  and  consideration  and  for  your  continued  effort  in  doing  
what  is  right  for  the  greater  good  of  our  communities.  
  
Respectfully,  
  
Minette  Galura-‐Boquiren,  RDH,  BS  
President,  Nevada  Dental  Hygienists’  Association  
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Public Comment:
Anonymous
*The enclosed public comment was submitted to Board Staff for dissemination prior to Dr.
Capurro’s formal hearing beginning on May 21, 2021. Pursuant to NRS 233B.126, this public comment was not
disclosed to Board members or the public until the conclusion of this hearing.*
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Public Comment:
Ayesha Durrani
*This written public comment, received after the written public comment cutoff of 4:00pm on November 15, 2021,
was entered into the record but not read during the meeting*
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Board of Dental Examiners
Michelle Krestyn
Phil W. Su; Jason R. Dworin
FW: Public Comment Submitted for Record Re: Nevada State Board of Dental Examiners v. Antonina Capurro,
DMD
Wednesday, November 17, 2021 8:46:04 AM

From: Durrani, Ayesha
Sent: Tuesday, November 16, 2021 7:18 PM
To: Board of Dental Examiners <nsbde@dental.nv.gov>
Subject: Public Comment Submitted for Record Re: Nevada State Board of Dental Examiners v.
Antonina Capurro, DMD
Why didn’t the members of the NSBDE recuse themselves given their work withDr. Capurro and
instead exercise their statutory right to appoint a hearing master? This would have been more costeffective and fair.
Thank you,
Ayesha D.

